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The intent of the schools; is to equip the child with the most excellent technological 
proficiency so that the student may function with clarity and efficiency in the 
modern world. A far more important purpose than this is to create the right climate 
and environment so that the child may develop fully as a complete human being. 
This means giving the child the opportunity to flower in goodness so that he or she is 
rightly related to people, things and ideas, to the whole of life. To live is to be related.
J Krishnamurti
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To live is to be related : What does it imply 
in the context of school life?

A connect with:
• Land and nature
• The community
• One’s own self



Connect with land and Nature:
Water Conservation.      Waste Management.    Bird Watching.      Tree planting.     Seasonal rhythms

Love and Respect for Nature.       Integrating Local in Academic Curricula …
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Nurturing Love for Nature



Nature is part of our life. We grew out of the seed, the earth, and we are part of all that, but we are rapidly 
losing the sense that we are animals like the others. Can you have a feeling for a tree, look at it, see the beauty 
of it, listen to the sound it makes; be sensitive to the little plant, to the little weed, to the creeper that is 
growing up the wall, to the light on the leaves and the many shadows? You must be aware of all this and have 
that sense of communion with nature around you… The next-door garden may be ill-kept, crowded with 
weeds, but look at the flower in it, and feel that you are part of all that, part of all living things. If you hurt 
nature you are hurting yourself. J Krishnamurti



The Frog 

Wrinkled, moist skin
Ripples like a wet sheet,
As it hops from pond to 
pond, home to home. 



Nature is part of our life



Say this city has ten million souls,
Some are living in mansions, some are living in holes:
Yet there’s no place for us, my dear, yet there’s no place for us.

W H Auden   Refugee Blues



Locals and 
Migrants: 
Their Stories 



Can you see her chicks?



Seasonal Rhythms



School Initiatives • Bird watching   e bird lists
• Nature treks(forest trek, sea 

trek, river trek, Himalayan trek)
• Nature journaling, Nature 

photography.
• Seasonal flowers and fruits
• Food Miles
• Art work
• Kitchen gardens, Bio-diversity 

park.
• Talks by eminent ecologists
• Book publications 

• Birds of Rishi Valley
• Insects of Rishi Valley
• Snakes of Rishi Valley
• Butterflies of Rishi Valley
• Trees of Rishi Valley (in

progress)
• Local land forms, flora and

fauna
• Sustainable practices.



Connect with the Community

A local breed of cow – the Punganur
cow -- from the school estate.



Rishi Valley Rural Education Centre (REC) runs a residential middle 
school for students from the immediate neighbourhood and seven 
‘satellite schools’. Promoting Multi-Grade Multi-Level Methodology, that 
is commended by governments in India and abroad as well as the 
UNICEF, these schools, and the multi-grade multi-level method, have 
transformed learning practices in elementary school education across 
the country. RIVER was declared one of the Top 100 Best NGOs in the 
world by The Global Journal (published from Geneva and New York) in 
January/February 2012 
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School students performing the same dance
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Reviving Leather Puppetry 



Connecting with Community: 

• Village visits in Class 6.
• Some combined programmes with the rural 

schools in the middle school.
• Senior excursions focus on developmental  or 

community projects .
• Involving students in outreach programmes.
• General Studies programmes which explore 

local livelihoods, Village Womens’ Group 
initiatives.

• Promotion of local arts and festivals.
• Relationship with support staff.



Astachal Time

Connect with One’s own Self:

SUNSET AT ASTACHAL 
A drop of gold
in a stormy sea
of grey and purple and blue. 
Splashes of blood
on the sacred, overarching sky, 
behind the three kondas. 
A sudden spin of the sky,
as I witness the earth rotating, 
from my still seat on the ground. 
What will the painter paint today? 
The infinite sky her easel, the sun, her paint. 
My senses are awakened,
I am a part of all that surrounds me, We celebrate the 
beauty,
of the golden ball,
in her prime. 
Dumbstruck, at peace, and content



Connecting with Inner Self:

• Astachal Time
• Silence after assembly and before meals
• Arts and Fine Arts
• Meditative spaces
• Culture Classes
• Staff student discussions
• Staff discussions
• Yoga
• Dialogue time
• Drama
• Clubs: Photography, Philosophy, 

Current Affairs, Contemporary India … 



Thank You!


