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THEME: Reimagining Vocational Education and Skill building 

Date: 17th September 2021 

NEP provisions relating to Reimagining Vocational Education 

NEP Para 4.9:Students will be given increased flexibility and choice of subjects to study, particularly in 
secondary school - including subjects in physical education, the arts and crafts, and vocational skills. 
Holistic development and a wide choice of subjects and courses year to year will be the new 
distinguishing feature of secondary school education. There will be no hard separation among 
‘curricular’, ‘extracurricular’, or ‘co-curricular’, among ‘arts’, ‘humanities’, and ‘sciences’, or between 
‘vocational’or ‘academic’streams. Subjects such as physical education, the arts and crafts, and vocational 
skills, in addition to science, humanities, and mathematics, will be incorporated throughout the school 
curriculum, with a consideration for what is interesting and safe at each age. 

NEP Para 16.1: The 12thFive-Year Plan (2012–2017) estimated that only a very small percentage of the 

Indian workforce in the age group of 19–24 (less than 5%) received formal vocational education 

Whereas in countries such as the USA the number is 52%, in Germany 75%, and South Korea it is as high 

as 96%. These numbers only underline the urgency of the need to hasten the spread of vocational 

education in India. 

NEP Para 16.2: One of the primary reasons for the small numbers of students receiving vocational 

education is the fact that vocational education has in the past focused largely on Grades 11–12 and on 

dropouts in Grade 8 and upwards. Moreover, students passing out from Grades 11–12 with vocational 

subjects often did not have well-defined pathways to continue with their chosen vocations in higher 

education. The admission criteria for general higher education were also not designed to provide 

openings to students who had vocational education qualifications, leaving them at a disadvantage 

relative to their compatriots from ‘mainstream’ or‘academic’ education. This led to a complete lack of 

vertical mobility for students from the vocational education stream, an issue that has only been 

addressed recently through the announcement of the National Skills Qualifications Framework (NSQF) 

in 2013. 

NEP Para 16.3: Vocational education is perceived to be inferior to mainstream education and meant 

largely for students who are unable to cope with the latter. This is a perception that affects the choices 

students make. It is a serious concern that can only be dealt with by a complete re-imagination of how 

vocational education is offered to students in the future.  

NEP Para 16.4: This policy aims to overcome the social status hierarchy associated with vocational 

education and requires integration of vocational education programmes into mainstream education in 

all education institutions in a phased manner. Beginning with vocational exposure at early ages in 

middle and secondary school, quality vocational education will be integrated smoothly into higher 

education.  

NEP Para 16.5:  By 2025, at least 50% of learners through the school and higher education system shall 

have exposure to vocational education, for which a clear action plan with targets and timelines will be 

developed. This isin alignment with Sustainable Development Goal 4.4and will help to realize the full 

potential of India’s demographic dividend. The number of students in vocational education will be 
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considered while arriving at the GER targets. The development of vocational capacities will go hand-in-

hand with the development of ‘academic’ or other capacities. Secondary schools will also collaborate 

with ITIs, polytechnics, local industry, etc. Skill labs will also be set up and created in the schools in a 

hub and spoke model which will allow other schools to use the facility. Higher education institutions will 

offer vocational education either on their own or in partnership with industry and NGOs. The B.Voc. 

degrees introduced in 2013 will continue to exist, but vocational courses will also be available to 

students enrolled in all other Bachelor’s degree programmes, including the 4-year multidisciplinary 

Bachelor’s programmes. HEIs will also be allowed to conduct short-term certificate courses in various 

skills including soft skills. ‘LokVidya’, i.e., important vocational knowledge developed in India, will be 

made accessible to students through integration into vocational education courses. The possibility of 

offering vocational courses through ODL mode will also be explored. 

NEP Para 16.6: Vocational education will be integrated into all school and higher education institutions 

in a phased manner over the next decade. Focus areas for vocational education will be chosen based on 

skills gap analysis and mapping of local opportunities. MHRD will constitute a National Committee for 

the Integration of Vocational Education (NCIVE), consisting of experts in vocational education and 

representatives from across Ministries, in collaboration with industry, to oversee this effort. 

NEP Para 16.7: Individual institutions that are early adopters must innovate to find models and 

practices that work and then share these with other institutions through mechanisms set up by NCIVE, 

so as to help extend the reach of vocational education. Different models of vocational education, and 

apprenticeships, will also be experimented by higher education institutions. Incubation centres will be 

set up in higher education institutions in partnership with industries. 

NEP Para 16.8: The National Skills Qualifications Framework will be detailed further for each discipline 

vocation and profession. Further, Indian standards will be aligned with the International Standard 

Classification of Occupations maintained by the International Labour Organization. This Framework will 

provide the basis for Recognition of Prior Learning. Through this, dropouts from the formal system will 

be reintegrated by aligning their practical experience with the relevant level of the Framework. The 

credit-based Framework will also facilitate mobility across ‘general’ and vocational education. 

 


