
Page | 1 
 

Report on Reimagining Vocational Education 

Date:  14 September 2020 (10.00 AM to 11.15 AM) 

 

Overview   

The Ministry of Education is organizing “ShikshakParv” on the theme of National Education 

Policy, 2020 (NEP-2020) for Principals, Teachers, Parents, Students, Schools, Higher Education 

Institutions, Technical Education Institutions, Educationists, Key Functionaries, etc. 

The risingglobalization of markets and innovations in manufacturing is accelerating thediffusion 

of technology, leading to the emergence of new jobs that require 21stcentury skills and advanced 

vocational skills. Consequently, equipping the workforce with the skills required for the jobs of 

tomorrow is a strategic concern our national growth and economic development. Good quality 

primary and secondary education, complemented by relevant vocational education and 

training,can prepare future generations for productive skills, required for a decent living and 

lifelong learning.  

A session on one of the sub-themes of NEP-2020, namely “Re-imagining Vocational Education”, 

with focus on the process of implementation was organized on 14 September 2020. 

 

Session Highlights  

In the beginning, Prof. Rajesh Khambayat, Joint Director, PSSCIVE, NCERT and session 

coordinator made a brief presentation sharing the significant highlights and major 

recommendationsof NEP-2020 related to vocational education.He stated that much impetus has 

been given to the need forreimagining Vocational Education in the policy document. Broadly, it 

envisages introducing, vocational education in the early stage of education - taking up fun-

learning courses in Classes 6 to 8 and giving opportunities to students to develop further through 

vocational courses in Classes 9 to 12 and higher vocational education. 

Prof. Khambayat emphasized that the fundamental principle that will guide the reform in the 

education system is that there will be no hard separation between vocational and academic 
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streams. It is being done to eliminate unnecessary hierarchies and the silos between varied areas 

of learning. He further elaborated that the policy envisages involving local communities and 

artisan or craftsmenfor catering to local skilling needs and exposing children to the requirements 

of the world of work. NEP-2020 provision of 10 ‘bagless’ days throughout the year in schools is 

aimed atprovidinglife experiences through various activities in carpentry, plumbing, etc. 

including exposure to art and crafts. The goal is to givechildren periodic exposure to activities 

outside the school through visits to relevant places, including meeting with local artists and 

craftsmen. He expressed hope that by way of vocational courses, best practices from local talent 

would be imported into schools and teaching. He added that school complexes/clusters and the 

sharing of resources across the schools would also benefit vocational education. 

 

Prof. Khambayat highlighted NEP-2020 foresees a bold new future in Vocational Education for 

skilling the future generation.He added that while there area number of issues in vocational 

education at the implementation level, which will need to be addressed; detailed plans are being 

worked out for each of these to ensure smooth implementation of VE in schools and higher 

education institutions. 

 

Dr. Sitansu S. Jena, Former Chairman NIOS, in his presentation on the theme, discussed the 

major issues and challenges facingthe vocational education system in India. Some of the critical 

concerns in vocational education includes mismatch between demand and supply limited scope 

for vertical mobility. He opined although there are limited avenues and lack of professional 

growth and career advancement for the vocational graduates, given the proper opportunity, they 

can gain suitable employment.He emphasized the need for developing co-ordinated management 

system at the national and sub-national levels for effective implementation of new policy 

initiatives.He also pointed out the need for developing industry alignment for vocational 

education through experiential learning, dual VET system and VET research. Further, he stated 

that integration of Vocational Education with mainstream education through multidisciplinary 

approaches has been highlighted in the NEP 2020. 
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Dr. Jena concluded his presentation by sharing his ideas regarding the curricular experiences to 

be given to the vocational learners. The fundamental issue that the educational institutions should  

address is how to make vocational courses need-based, both at the school and higher education 

level, including the B.Voc. programme.   

 

Dr. BiswajitSaha, Director, Skill Development, CBSEshared the recent initiatives taken by the 

Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) for introducing skilling through vocational 

education in CBSE affiliated schools. CBSE plans to offer skill courses as an additional sixth 

subject for classes 6 to 12from  academic session 2020-21. At the secondary level, a skill subject 

will be offered as an additional subject along with the existing five compulsory subjects. He also 

stated that the board has decided to offer students the flexibility of making a vocational choice of 

a short duration module of 12 hours at a stage in their early academic career, by introducing early 

exposure of VE to students of classes 6 to 8.  

 

Dr. Saha informed that at present there are 26 job roles and sectors in which students are being 

exposed to various aspects of occupational and job specific skilling. CBSE has organized 

programmes for training, vocational teachers for effective implementation of the scheme among 

students. In this way, they will be able to spend a relevant time period pursuing this choice as per 

the convenience of the school, while benefitting from access to courses that are broader based. 

He added that this would also give students the necessary orientation early on so that they are 

able to make a choice at a later stage to pursue skill courses at secondary and senior secondary 

level, or choose a higher vocational degree. 

 

Smt. Soni, Teacher, Lecturer, Govt. Higher Sec. School, Chattisgarhshared thepractitioner's 

perspective and how she overcame the challenges in teaching.She mentioned the use of 

innovative approaches and methods for promoting vocational education. Some of the methods 

advocated includes activity-based methods, such as projects, seminars, experiments, real-life 

learning, project competitions, learning by doing, by awareness rally, learning from the 

community, etc. 
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She suggested that use of innovative methodologies in Physics and Science teachings help the 

students in approaching vocational education in a positive way. In her school, she has iniated an 

AntarikshScience Club to arouse the interest of students in science.  

 

Q & A Session 

Some of the aspects related to improving the image of vocational education; recognition of prior 

learning, introduction of pre-vocational education in schools for classes 6 to 8 were discussed. 

Prof. Khambayat asked Dr. Jena that how can Vocational education be made more aspirational 

for the Indian youth.Dr. Jena advocated a multi-pronged approach which includes partnership 

with local industry, generating awareness about the benefits of VE among students and parents 

and bringing in skilled people from the unorganised sector into the institutional framework of 

VE. 

  

Next, Prof. Khambayat questioned Dr Saha thathow coordination between the Industry and 

CBSE Schools can be fostered at the local level. Dr Saha described how CBSE was already 

reaching out to national industry leaders for skill development. He gave the examples of Adobe 

and national stock exchange for the skill development of creativity and financial literacy 

respectively. He also so said that the hub learning model is being promoted by CBSE where in 

the leader school in a cluster/complex will collaborate with local industry. By connecting the 

national policy at local level through internships with local talent joyful learning can take place. 

 

Smt.Soniwas askedhow pre-vocational education can be effectively integrated by teachers in 

classroom teaching for classes 6 to 8 students. Smt. Soni reiterated initiatives to motivate 

students for VE including periodic exposure to jobs, summer internships, industrial visits, guest 

lectures, workshops and labs. 

Lastly, Prof. Khambayat asked the three speakers their suggestions for the action agenda that 

should be adopted with respect to Vocational Education. Dr. Jena advocating institutionalizing 

informal learning to increase Gross Enrolment Ratio. He added that at the school level one VE 
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subject should be made mandatory 9th Grade onwards. According to Dr. Saha, the emphasis 

should be on personalized learning with a multi-disciplinary approach from middle school to 

higher education. He also recommended that one skill University should be created in each state. 

Smt. Soni suggested that teachers should be motivated to use innovative methodology to promote 

VE from the middle stage itself. Prof. Khambayat thanked the speakers fr their inputs and 

concluded the session. 

 

Conclusion 

The four speakers shared the highlights of NEP-2020 related to the sub-theme “Reimagining 

vocational education”.  Vocational education has a very important role in developing the future 

skilled workforce for our country.Bearing in mind the dynamics of skills for our economic 

growth, the Indian government has made significant changes in its national education policy and 

institutional setup for achieving the SDG 4.4goal. Steps are being taken to unite the existing 

initiatives and combine the scale and quality of skilling efforts. It is facilitating the entry of a 

large population of youth through vocational education in the labour market. Considering the 

regional diversity, the major challenge is to address the different facets of inequality in the labour 

market and society in general. As we promote vocational education, widespread and equitable 

access to vocational education and developing teachers’ capabilities would be an important step 

towards realizing the recommendations of the policy. Creating an ecosystem for access to new 

vocational education will be crucial in enabling our youth to play an inclusive role in the global 

market. 


