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National Education Policy, 2020 

 

Assessment Reforms 

 

Background Note 

  

   Pupils’ learning assessment in ‘Gurukuls’ during Vedic Period was done through oral 

recitation and informal observations. It was more or less similar in ‘Sanghas’ during 

Buddhists period and in ‘Maktabas and Madarsas’ during Medieval period. No external 

agency was involved in this process. During initial days of British Raj, there was no formal 

system of assessment in schools and it was carried out by teachers only. The Wood’s 

Dispatch (1835) is credited for laying the foundation of the modern system of education in 

India. The first examination at matriculation was held in 1857 as an admission test to 

universities, which has everlasting impact on the secondary education in India. 

  

            After India’s independence, three major Education Commissions namely, the  

Radhakrishnan Commission (1948–49), the Mudaliar Commission (1952–53)  and   the 

Kothari Commission (1964–66) laid great emphasis on the need for revamping students 

assessment through examinations for bringing quality and confidence in the system of 

education. The National Policy on Education (1968) recommended for a shift in the focus of 

evaluation from certification to improvement in learning. The National Policy on Education 

(1986) suggested for elimination of excessive element of chance and subjectivity, de-

emphasizing memorization, introduction of Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation 

(CCE), use of grades in place of marks and introduction of semester system from secondary 

stage in a phased manner. The National Curriculum Frameworks (1975, 2000 and 2005), at 

different point of times, tried to translate significant recommendations of Committees, 

Commissions and policy documents into implementation strategies in the areas of teaching, 

learning and assessment for qualitative improvement in entire school education system.  

  

The journey of students assessment have gone a long way over the years from oral 

testing to written test to public examination to internal and external assessment to continuous 

and comprehensive evaluation to competency-based (LO) assessment.  Some of the 

significant changes in student assessment that had made inroad so far into the system of 

school education are: use of question paper formats (design, blue print etc.), use of various 

forms of questions (essay, long answer, short answer, very short answer, objective type), 

introduction of multiple choice questions, objective based question, question banks in 

different subjects, centralized spot evaluation, analysis of answer scripts for common errors 

and question papers, mechanical processing of examination results, supplementary 

examination and compartments examinations to improve grades, semester system, use of 

grades, transparency in examination, providing photocopies of answer scripts on demand, 

weightage to internal assessment, continuous and comprehensive evaluation, learning 
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outcome (competency) based assessment, school-based assessment (SBA), steps taken in the 

management of examination etc. 

 

The New Education Policy (NEP-2020) emphases on transforming assessment for 

optimizing learning and development of all students with a focus on the following: 

 

 Aims of Assessment: 

          Assessment must 

  be regular, formative and competency-based, 

  promote learning and development of students,  

  focus on ‘assessment for learning’, 

  test higher-order skills ( analysis, critical thinking and conceptual clarity etc.),  

  help entire schooling system in revising continuously teaching-learning processes to 

optimize learning. 

 

 Report Card: 

 The report card will be a holistic, 360-degree, multi-dimensional that reflects in 

greater detail the progress as well as the uniqueness of each learner in all domains. 

 It will include self-assessment, peer-assessment besides teacher assessment. 

 Report card will form an important link between school and home for active 

involvement of parents in holistic educational development of child. 

 It will provide important information on how to support each student in and out of the 

classroom.   

 

 Public Examinations:  

 The secondary board exams and entrance exams are eating away valuable time 

for true learning with excessive exam-coaching and exam- preparation. 

 These exams also force students to learn a very narrow band of content/ 

material in a   single stream.  

 Board exams will be redesigned to encourage holistic development by way of 

discouraging coaching culture and exam preparation. 

 Students will be given freedom to choose range of subjects in which they take 

Board exams, depending on their individualized interests.  

 Board exams will be made ‘easier’ in the sense that they test primarily core 

capacities/ competencies rather than content memorization.  

 All students will be allowed to take Board exams on up to two occasions 

during any given school year, one main examination and one for improvement 

to eliminate the ‘high stakes’ aspect of Board exams. 

 To reduce pressure and coaching culture, boards will think to develop further 

viable models of board exams such as annual/semester/modular board exams 

or in certain subjects question paper may be redesigned to have two parts-one 

part of an objective type with MCQs and the other of a descriptive type. 
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 The NCERT in consultation with SCERTs, BoAs, NAC/PARAKH etc. will 

prepare guidelines on NEP-2020 recommendations on assessment to align 

with NEP-2020.   

 In order to align with the NEP-2020, transformation in the assessment system 

by 2022-23 academic session, guidelines for teacher education programmes 

shall also be developed.  

 

 Develop School Education System:  

 All students shall take school examinations in Grades 3, 5, and 8 to track 

progress throughout the school years for the benefit of students, parents, 

teachers, principals and the entire schooling system in planning improvements 

to schools and teaching-learning processes.   

 These exams will test achievement of basic learning outcomes, through 

assessment of core concepts from the national and local curricula along with 

relevant higher-order skills and application of knowledge in real-situations.  

 The results of these school examinations will be used only for developmental 

purposes for school education system including for public disclosure by 

schools of their overall (anonymised) students outcomes, and for continuous 

monitoring and improvement in the schooling system. 

 These exams will not be used to evaluate or judge individual student. 

 School examinations will be conducted by the appropriate authority. 

 

 PARAKH: 

National Assessment Centre/PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review, and 

Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development), with the basic objectives of: 

 setting norms, standards, and guidelines for student assessment, and 

evaluation of all recognized school boards of India,  

 guiding the State Achievement Survey(SAS) and undertaking the 

National Achievement Survey(NAS), monitoring learning outcomes in 

the country,  

 encouraging and helping school boards to shift their assessment 

towards meeting the skill requirements of 21st Century, 

 Advice school education boards regarding new assessment patterns and 

latest research, promote collaboration between boards, and become 

instrument for sharing of best practices among school boards.  

 

 National Testing Agency (NTA):  

 The National Testing Agency (NTA) will work to offer a high quality 

common aptitude Test as well as high quality common subject exams in 

science, humanities, languages arts and vocational subjects, at least twice a 

year.  

 NPA will serve as a premier, expert, autonomous testing organization to 

conduct entrance exams for undergraduate and graduate admission and 

fellowships in higher education. 
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 Universities to use these common entrance exams rather to have their own 

entrance exams, thereby drastically reducing burden on students, universities 

and colleges and the entire education system.  

 Individual universities and colleges shall have the liberty to see value of using 

NTA assessments for their admission.   

 Nurturance of Talent:  

 Every student has innate talents, which must be discovered, nurtured, fostered 

and developed. 

 Students showing strong interests and capabilities in a given realm must be 

encouraged to pursue beyond school curriculum. 

 The NCERT and NCTE will develop guidelines for the education of the gifted 

children. 

 B. Ed. programmes may allow a specialization in education of gifted children. 

Teacher education will include methods for the recognition and fostering of 

such students talents and interests.    

 Strategies for identification and nurturance of innate talents of students shall 

be as follows: 

Topic centered and project based clubs/circles will be highly 

encouraged and supported at the levels of schools, school complexes, 

districts and beyond. Funds will be made available for transportation 

of teachers to take their students to venue other than their own school. 

 In classrooms, teachers will encourage students with singular 

interests by giving them supplementary enrichment material and 

guidance and encouragement.  

High quality national residential summer programmes for secondary 

students in various subjects, shall be funded for very best students 

selected through rigorous merit-based equitable admission process 

together with their teachers in programmes organized across the 

country. 

Olympiads and competitions in various subjects will be strengthened 

across the country with necessary funding.  International Olympiads 

will be organized at different levels to discover, nurture, foster and 

develop innate talent of every student. 

Premier institutions, public and private universities would be 

encouraged to use results of these programmes and Olympiads as a 

part of the criteria for admissions into their undergraduate 

programmes. 

Once internet connections available, smartphones or tablets are in all 

homes and/or schools, above mentioned initiatives/ activities as group 

activities for students for shared interest will be developed with 

appropriate supervision of parents and teachers.  

Every classroom will be developed into a smart classroom in phased 

manner, which facilitate use of digital pedagogy to enrich teaching-

learning process as well. 
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Implementation Strategies for NEP recommendations on Assessment and Examination 

Reforms: 

For transforming assessment for student development viable implementation strategies have 

to be  evolved  by involving national and state level bodies such as Rashtiya Mulyankan 

Kendra /PARAKH/ NCERT, SCERTs/ SIEs, CBSE and other Boards of  Assessments 

(BoAs) in integrated manner. Some of the implementation strategies are given as under: 

 Preparation of new assessment patterns for both formative and as well as summative 

assessments and evaluation procedures for different stages school of education.  

 Building a culture of formative and adaptive assessments in schools so as to facilitate 

learning as well as improvement in teaching-learning processes. 

 Capacity building of teachers to undertake ‘assessment as learning’ and ‘assessment 

for learning’ at elementary level. For this, training modules and manuals/handbooks 

have to be prepared for offline, on line as well as blended modes.  

 Capacity building of paper setters and moderators for new assessment pattern. 

 Preparation of Question banks for competency-based items that test higher order skills 

for grades 1-12 in different subjects. 

 Development of assessment patterns and evaluation procedures for holding the state 

census exams in grades 3, 5 and 8. 

 Redesigning of report card for school based assessment to communicate child’s 

progress by schools to parents. 

 Development of IT based tracking system by all states/UTs for tracking the progress 

of learners from grades 1-12. 

 Preparation of common norms, standards and guidelines for assessment and 

evaluation for secondary education in alignment with the NCF-2020 for all Boards of 

Assessment (BoAs). 

 Development of a plan to reduce the burden of exams by examining all policy 

recommendations in consultation with Boards of Assessment. 

 Review of subjects offered by CBSE and other BoAs at secondary and senior 

secondary level and to ensure structured and relevant offering of academic and skill 

subjects that have possibilities of vertical integration. 

 Renaming of compartment exams as ‘Improvement exams’ and strengthen these 

exams and make them low stakes by CBSE and other Boards of Assessment (BoAs). 


