
F. No.28-2512O26-ES 3

Government of lndia
Ministry of Education

Department of Higher Education
Scholarship Division

The Ministry of Education invites applications from eligible lndian students for the
MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Government of
Japan) Scholarship for the academic year 2027 .

Undergraduate Students
National lnstitute of Technology (KOSEN) Students
Specialized Training College Students

3. The details of the scholarship including eligibility conditions, qualifications, benefits
and application procedure along with application form are available in the information
document shared by the Embassy of Japan. (copy enclosed). lnterested candidates are

advised to visit the official website of the Embassy of Japan in lndia for detailed
guidelines at: https://www. in.emb-
japan. go.jp/Education/Japanese_government_scholarships. html

4. The last date for submission of applications to the Embassy of Japan or the
Consulates of Japan in Kolkata, Chennai, Mumbai and Bengaluru according to
their area of jurisdiction is 25 May 2026.

5. The Ministry of Education, Government of lndia has no role in the
nomination/selection of candidates. This Public Notice is being issued for the purpose of
wider dissemination of information. The final selection of candidates will be made by

MEXT, Japan in due course.

Encl: As above

(Sangeet Kumar)
Under Secretary (Scholarships)

Dated: April 30,2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

Scholarship offer from the Government of Japan (MEXT) for the vear 2027
(Underqraduate. National lnstitute of Technoloqv and Specialized Traininq Colleqe

2. The scholarship is offered for the following categories.
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APPLICATION GUIDELINES

JAPANESE GOVERNMENT (MEXT) SCHOLARSHIP FOR 2027

(UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS) (EMBASSY RECOMMENDATION)

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) of Japan offers scholarships to

international students who wish to study at Japanese national universities as Undergraduate Students under the

Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship Program as followsS.

1. DEFINITION OF "UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS"

Those who are enrolled in an undergraduate course at a university, or who are receiving preparatory education in

the Japanese language and other subjects prior to placement in an undergraduate course at the university.

2. FIELDS OF STUDY

Those who apply as an undergraduate student must choose a "Field of Study (in either the "Social Sciences

andHumanities" or "Natural Sciences"), "Course", and "Major(s)" from the below table. Applicants may enter a

first, second, and third choice.

(1) Social Sciences and Humanities

Courses

Social Sciences and

Humanities-A

Social Sciences and

Humanities - B

(Note)

Majors

1. Law 2. Politics 3. Pedagogy 4. Sociology
5. Literature 6. History 7. Japanese Language

8. Others (excluding "1. Economies", "2. Business Administration" and "3.Others" in Humanities B.)

Economics 2. Business Administration 3.Others (Accounting. Financial

Economics, etc.)

Applicants who choose "8. Others" in the Humanities -  A course may have difficulties in finding universities

that can accept them, depending on their majors.

Fields of art, including music, are not majors eligible for application.

(2) Natural Sciences

Courses Majors

Science (1. Mathematics 2. Physics 3. Chemistry)

Electrical and Electronic Studies (4. Electronics 5. Electrical Engineering

6. Information Engineering)

Mechanical Studies (7. Mechanical Engineering 8. Naval Architecture)

Natural

Sciences-A
Civil Engineering and Architecture (9. Civil Engineering 10. Architecture

11. Environmental Engineering)

Chemical Studies (12. Applied Chemistry 13. Chemical Engineering
14. Industrial Chemistry 15. Textile Engineering)

Other Fields (16. Metallurgical Engincering 17. Mining Engineering

18. Maritime Engineering 19. Biotechnology)

Agricultural Studies (1.  Agriculture 2. Agricultural Chemistry 3. Agricultural Engineering
4.  Animal Science 5. Veterinary Medicine 6. Forestry 7. Food Science 8. Fisheries)

Natural

Sciences-B

Natural

Sciences -C

(Note)

Hygienic Studies (9. Pharmacy 10. Hygienics 11. Nursing)

Science (12. Biology)

1. Medicine 2. Dentistry

An applicant who chooses Natural Sciences and would like to choose more than one major may select up

to three majors from within the same course (i.e. Natural Sciences A. B or C). However, an applicant who

selects Natural Sciences - C as his/her first choice may choose his/her second-choice major from Natural

Sciences - B or C and a third-choice major from Natural Sciences - B, since Natural Sciences- C offers

only two majors.



3. PREPARATORY EDUCATION  AND STUDY AT UNIVERSITY

(1) Preparatory Education Not provided for grantees enrolling directly in their university

As a rule, each grantee will be enrolled at a preparatory educational institution designated by MEXT (ABK
College for Social Sciences and Humanities students in 2 (1) above, and Osaka University for Natural

Sciences students in 2 (2) above) for the first year of the scholarship period. The preparatory course is a one-

year intensive course in the Japanese language and other subjects necessary for preparation for proceeding to

university. Its curriculum mainly consists of education in the Japanese language, and includes other subjects

such as Japanese affairs, mathematics, English, and social studies for those majoring in Social Science and

Humanities, and physics, chemistry and biology for those majoring in Natural Sciences.
2 A grantee who has completed the preparatory education will go on to a university designated by MEXT upon

passing the entrance examination individually administered by the university. If a grantee is deemed to be

incapable of completing the preparatory course, his/her scholarship will be cancelled and he/she will be

required to return to his/her home country.

3 If a grantee cannot enter the university even though he/she has completed the preparatory education, his/her

scholarship will be cancelled, and he/she will be required to return to his/her home country.

(2) University Education

The university which a grantee will enter will be decided by MEXT in consultation with the university and

the preparatory educational institution and in comprehensive consideration of the results of the academic

examinations in the First Screening conducted at the Japanese Embassy or Consulate (hereinafter referred to

as "Japanese diplomatic mission") in the country of the applicant's nationality, academic achievement at the

preparatory educational institution, the grantee's proposed major subject, and the receiving capacity of the

university as well as the region where it is located. No objection by the grantee against the decision will be
allowed.

2 In principle, the academic year begins on April I each year and ends on March 31 the following year.

All classes will be given in the Japanese language (except where a grantee is directly placed at a university
which requires no Japanese language ability). (See 4. DIRECT PLACEMENT)

If  a grantee attends the designated university for the prescribed number of years and earns the required number

of credits as determined by the university, he/she will be awarded a bachelor's degree.

(3) Change of Field of Study, Transfer to Another University and Subjects to be Studied
DA grantee will not be permitted to change his/her course (Social Sciences and Humanities A and B, and Natural

Sciences A, B, and C).

2A grantee will not be permitted to transfer to another university during the period of the preparatory education
course or the undergraduate course.

A grantee must study compulsory subjects as determined by the preparatory educational institution and the
university even if he/she has already studied them at a university outside Japan.

4. DIRECT PLACEMENT

(1) For only those who choose "Social Sciences and Humanities", if MEXT judges that they have sufficient Japanese
language ability, etc., they will be directly placed in a university without going through preparatory education.

In addition, regardless of their fields of study (either Social Sciences and Humanities or Natural Sciences)
applicants who have sufficient Japanese language proficiency may request to enroll directly in their university
without taking the preparatory education course. For cases where the undergraduate course of a university does

not require Japanese language proficiency at the time of  enrollment and allows applicants to enroll without going
through the preparatory education, applicants may directly enroll in the said undergraduate course. (These cases
are called "direct placement".) In such cases, enrollment may be either from the spring term (grantees arrive in
Japan in April 2027 and start from the spring term) or from the autumn term (grantees arrive in Japan in
September or October 2027, and start from the autumn term), depending on the university's academic calendar.

(2) The decision on universities for applicants who are eligible for direct placement shall be made by MEXT in
consultation with the relevant university, based on the preference of each applicant who has passed the First



Screening. The university will examine the applicant's academic achievement (academic grades in high school.

etc.), and determine whether the applicant has adequate language skills for taking an undergraduate course in
either Japanese or English by requiring the taking of a language proficiency test score (such as the Japanese-

Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) for Japanese). In addition, some universities may conduct interviews with

applicants or use other examinations to determine the applicant's Japanese or English language proficiency.

(3) The period of  consultation for direct placement will be from after the Second Screening to February 12, 2027.

If the accepting university agrees to accept the applicant, he/she will enroll in the university under direct

placement; otherwise he/she will be required to enroll in the preparatory educational institution.

5. QUALIFICATIONS AND CONDITIONS

MEXT accepts applications from international students for study in Japan who satisfy the following qualifications
and conditions. MEXT's aim is to foster human resources who will become bridges of friendship between the

grantee's country and Japan through study in Japan and who will contribute to the development of both countries

and the wider world.

(1) Nationality: Applicants must have the nationality of a country that has diplomatic relations with Japan. An

applicant who has Japanese nationality at the time of application is not eligible. However, persons with dual

nationality who hold Japanese nationality and whose place of residence at the time of application is outside of

Japan are eligible to apply as long as they choose the nationality of the other country and relinquish their
Japanese nationality by the date of their arrival in Japan (when the acquisition of student status is established at

the receiving school). The First Screening must be conducted at the Japanese diplomatic mission in the country

whose citizenship the applicant chooses.

(2) Age: Applicants, in principle, must have been born on or after April 2, 2002. However, applicants who satisfy

the conditions for Academic Background stipulated in below must be 18 years of  age or older at the time of

admission to a university in Japan.

Exceptions are limited to cases in which MEXT deems that the applicant could not apply within the eligible age

limit due to the situation or circumstances of the applicant's country (military service obligation, loss of

educational opportunities due to disturbances of war, etc.). Personal circumstances (financial situation, family

circumstances, state of health, circumstances related to applicant's university or place of employment, etc.) will

not be considered for exceptions.

(3) Academic Background: Applicants must satisfy any one of the following conditions. However, applicants

desiring direct placement must satisfy condition D, or condition , or condition ④.

Applicants who have completed 12 years of schooling in countries other than Japan. (Applicants who will

meet the above condition by March 2027 are eligible. However, applicants wishing to enroll from the autumn

term through direct placement must be expected to complete 12 years of schooling by August 2027.)

2 Applicants who have completed their studies at a school equivalent to a Japanese upper secondary school in

countries other than Japan. (Applicants who will meet the above condition by March 2027 are eligible.)

Applicants who have successfully passed an academic qualification examination showing equivalency to the

completion of 12 years of schooling in countries other than Japan. (Applicants who will meet the above

condition by March 2027 are eligible.)

Other than the above D. 2 and3 conditions, applicants who are eligible for enrollment in a Japanese

university at the time of application.

(4) Japanese Language: Applicants must be willing to learn Japanese. Applicants must be interested in Japan and

be willing to deepen their understanding of Japan before and after arriving in Japan. In addition, in principle.

applicants must be willing to carry out their academic studies in Japan in Japanese.

(5) Health: Applicants must submit a health certificate in the prescribed format signed by a physician attesting that

the applicant has no physical or mental conditions hindering the applicant's study in Japan.

(6) Arrival in Japan: In principle, applicants must be able to arrive in Japan between April 1, 2027, and April 7.

2027. Departure from the home residence should be on or after April 1, 2027. If an applicant is to enroll in



his/her university from the fall semester through direct placement, he/she must be able to arrive in Japan during

the period specified by the accepting university, normally within two weeks before and after the starting date of

the university's relevant academic term for that year.

If the applicant does not arrive in Japan within the specified period for personal reasons, travel expenses to Japan

will not be paid.

Excluding cases in which MEXT deems as unavoidable circumstances, the applicant must withdraw from this

scholarship program if  the applicant cannot arrive in Japan by the end of the specified period above,  which is

decided by MEXT or the accepting university.

(7) Visa Requirement: Applicants shall, in principle, newly obtain a "Student" visa at the Japanese diplomatic

mission located in the applicant's country/region of nationality before traveling to Japan, and then enter Japan

with the newly obtained "Student" resident status. Accordingly, even if the applicant already has other status of

residence ("Permanent resident." "Long-term resident," etc.), the applicant must newly obtain a "Student" visa

and re-enter Japan with that visa. In case the grantee comes to Japan without newly obtaining the "Student" visa,

the payment of the scholarship will be suspended. In case the applicant resides in Japan for exceptional reasons

before acceptance, the applicant must change or renew his/her status of residence to that of "Student" by the end

of the month prior to the month of the first scholarship payment installment. In addition, it must be understood

that the applicant's original status of residence such as "Permanent Resident" or "Long-term Resident", he/she

should be aware that the original status might not be necessarily regranted after the expiration of the status as a

MEXT Scholarship student.

(8) Non-Eligibility: Those who fall into any one of the following categories are ineligible, If an applicant is

identified as being ineligible after selection as a scholarship student, he/she must withdraw from the scholarship

program.

2

Those who are military personnel or military civilian employees at the time of their arrival in Japan or during
the period of the payment of the scholarship;

Those who cannot arrive in Japan by the last date of the period specified by MEXT or the accepting
university;

3Those who are previous grantees of Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship programs (including those
who withdrew from the scholarship program after acquisition of student status). The Monbukagakusho

Honors Scholarship for Privately-Financed International Students is not included in the Japanese Government

(MEXT) Scholarship programs:

Those who are currently also applying to another program under the Japanese Govemment (MEXT)
Scholarship system. This includes the programs for which scholarship payments will begin in FY 2026,

although their final selection results have not been decided yet, and the programs for which scholarship
payments will begin in FY 2027;

5Those who are already enrolled in a Japanese university or other institution with a residence status of

"Student,"  or who are to be enrolled, or plan to be enrolled, in a Japanese university or other institution as a
privately-financed international student from the time of application to the MEXT scholarship program in

the applicant's country until the commencement of the period for payment of the MEXT scholarship.
However, this stipulation does not apply to privately-financed international students who are currently
enrolled, or are planning to be enrolled, in a Japanese university or other institution but are certain at the time

of application that they will verifiably complete their studies before the start of the scholarship payment
period and will newly acquire or renew their "Student" residence status:

Those who are planning to receive other scholarships or fellowships from the Japanese government, a
Japanese government-related organization or others after the start of the scholarship payment period;
Those who are expected to graduate at the time of application and cannot satisfy the condition for academic
background by the deadline given;
Holders of dual nationality at the time of application who cannot verify that they will give up Japanese
nationality by the time of the arrival in Japan (the acquisition of student status);
Those who change their residence status to that of other than "Student" after their arrival in Japan;
Those who plan to, from the time of application for the MEXT scholarship program, engage in long-term
































































































