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MINUTES OF THE STATE EDUCATION MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE HELD ON 
8TH JUNE 2011 AT BANQUET HALL, ASHOK HOTEL, NEW DELHI 

 

 

The State Education Ministers’ Conference was held on 8th June 2011 under 

the Chairmanship of Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister of Human Resource Development.  List 

of the participants is at Annexure-I. 

 

Hon’ble HRM in his opening remarks welcomed Member (Education), Planning 

Commission, Education Ministers of States, officials of the Ministry of HRD and state 

governments.  He stated that since he had already indicated his views during the 

58th meeting of the CABE held on the previous day, therefore, it would be 

appropriate, if the meeting is confined to fruitful discussion on agenda items.  HRM 

suggested that the concerned officials could make a brief presentation for each 

agenda item and thereafter Hon’ble Education Ministers and State representatives 

could respond on the same.  

  

Agenda Item No.1: Status of Implementation of RTE Act. (Including 

‘Communication Strategy and Creating Awareness’ and also ‘Grievance 

Redressal’) 

 

Ms. Anita Kaul, Additional Secretary (SE) made presentation on the agenda 

item. 

 

Ms. Anita Kaul in her presentation touched upon implementation of RTE Act 

and stated that during the last year, 10 items had been identified on which action 

had to be taken in order to proceed with RTE Act. In her presentation, she gave 

overall picture of the state-wise status of implementation of RTE Act.  She stated 

that while 19 States/UTs have already notified the RTE Rules, 15 States/UTs are yet 

to do so.  She stated that Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan norms have been revised in order 

to factor in the requirements for neighbourhood schools.  However, Central 

Government have not been able to provide funds for new school buildings and new 

school teachers to these 15 States as they have not notified RTE Rules so far.  In her 
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presentation, she highlighted that 24 States/UTs have already constituted SCPCR and 

remaining 10 States/UTs are yet to constitute SCPCR.  She stated that there has 

been a significant progress in all states in respect of 8 years elementary education 

cycle. In her presentation, she mentioned the status of about pupil teacher ratio, 

imbalance in deployment of teachers, etc in various States. In her presentation, she 

also dealt with the issue relating to admission of children from disadvantaged groups 

and weaker sections in private schools under section 12 (i)(c)  of the RTE Act, 

system for reimbursement, and reorganisation of schools. 

 

Presentation made by Shri Sanjiv Nair, Department of Scienc & Technology 

on mapping of schools 

 

The next presentation was made by Shri Sanjiv Nair from the Department of 

Science & Technology.  Shri Sanjiv Nair stated that they are currently working with 

the Government of Nagaland and Government of J&K and they would be happy to 

work with any State Government which would like to take this programme. He also 

stated that he is having data in respect of twenty states which could be customised 

to the requirements of state governments. 

 

Presentation on Technical Part 

 

The technical part of the presentation was made by Gen. Chandela. He stated 

that they have done work for Government of Manipur on mapping of schools.  He 

explained that they are using 3-D terrain models, the high resolution images, digital 

elevation model and different scales of map for planning and monitoring schools. He 

stated that the data which comes from the State Governments has been 

superimposed on the terrain model and mapped. He stated that their objective is to 

find out habitation which are un-served by primary and upper primary schools.  He 

stated that as per State norms primary schools should be available within a distance 

of one kilometre for Classes I to V and within a distance of 3 kilometres for Classes-

VI to VIII.  Based on these norms, they have analysed the situation of the schools 

and identified villages which have remained unserved.  To begin with, they have 
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trained Manipur Government educational officers and teachers as to how collect data 

from ground using the GPS.  In the presentation, one of the districts of Manipur was 

shown along with the places where schools are located in terrain and through 

geospatial mapping they have been able to find out distances of schools from 

different localities, distance of particular habitation from the school and the serving 

of particular school in the near habitations.  In conclusion, he suggested that 

mapping of schools is absolutely critical for meeting mandate of the RTE Act.  

 

Presentation made by Shri Sumant Singh, State Project Director, Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan, Manipur      

    

The next presentation was made by Shri Sumant Singh, State Project Director, 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Manipur.  In his presentation, Shri Singh high lighted the 

outcome part of the school mapping exercise which has been done in collaboration 

with Mission for Geo-Spatial Application.  In his presentation, he mentioned that 

there are nine districts in the state with 4640 schools which have been covered.  He 

explained about the initiatives taken by them about school mapping exercise, 

collection of data from the ground by visiting some of the very difficult area of the 

State.  He further stated that they have collected data in respect of habitation 

district-wise.  Based on the data, they have made a proposal for up-gradation of 

education guarantee centres into primary schools and where there is neither a 

primary school nor EGS, they have proposed new primary schools. He further stated 

that they are now in the process of finding out the actual distance from the schools 

to various habitations and based on that actual number of unserved schools will 

emerge.   

 

The next presentation was made by representative of Government of West 

Bengal, SPD, SSA 

 

 Ms. Lama made presentation on experience of West Bengal in mapping of 

schools and neighbourhoods.  She stated that GIS mapping has started way back in 

2001 when the census was being done.  They were asked by MHA for non-census 



 4

data to be mapped to identify infrastructure that was available in the villages. She 

also stated that although geo-referencing of was not done, they were able to identify 

the infrastructure of various Government departments in that particular locality.  The 

villages identified by them as backward was supposed to be used as a tool for 

planning.  The GIS data will be helpful just to see the pace of development of 

particular area in the subsequent census.  She also stated that GIS mapping would 

help to identify regional imbalances, female illiteracy and several other issues not 

only at the national level but also at the State level, district and block level.  She also 

stated that for an education planner, there are three gaps in major areas – access, 

infrastructure and availability of teachers.  With regard to access to education, she 

stated that as per RTE Act, the state shall set up its own norms and accordingly they 

have set up schools in those localities where there is a gap.  West Bengal has 

decided that all children will have access to primary schools within one kilometre 

radius and within 2 kilometres radius, for upper primary schools.  In order to 

implement the RTE Act, the State has to have a clear picture of current availability of 

schools in defined areas and State Government is serious about the mapping 

exercise.  She also informed that they have already completed habitation and the 

mapping of the schools of the entire State.   

 

Presentation made by Shri K K Pal 

 

The technological part was dealt with by Shri K.K. Pal who stated that they are 

covering 6 lakh villages.  He stated that mapping is done in three Phases. In the first 

phase co-ordinated work was geo-referenced throughout the State and every 

habitation was mapped.  He also clarified that habitation is not a village and it is an 

entity which is below the village where a child resides and to ensure that the child is 

getting his right. The moment the mapping was done, planning gaps became evident.  

New schools are being established at places which require schools as per the 

mapping exercise.  The mapping will also overcome the imbalance, as also help 

improve pupil teacher ratio, quality of teaching, etc. 
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After the above presentation, HRM requested Narendra Jadhav, Member 

(Education), Planning Commission to address the State Education Ministers, with 

particular focus on formulation of XII Five Year Plan. 

 

Speech of Dr. Narendra Jadhav, Member (Education), Planning 

Commission 

 

 In his address, Member (Education) Planning Commission stated that the 

Education Ministers’ Conference is always important and this particular Conference is 

even more important than usual, because this is happening on the eve of 

commencement of XII Five Year Plan.  He briefly touched upon Government policy 

likely to be incorporated in the XII Plan in the education sector and skill development.  

In his speech, he referred to the meeting of the Full Planning Commission held on 

April 21, 2011 chaired by the Prime Minister where broad contours of the approach 

to the XII Five Year Plan were discussed along with, principal issues in the context of 

achieving a faster, more inclusive and sustainable growth.  He apprised that in the 

Full Planning Commission meeting it was emphasised that education, skill 

development and health should receive a high priority in resource allocation during 

the XII Plan.  He apprised that XII Plan currently being formulated is truly, a 

completely participative plan in its approach.  He also stated that for preparation of 

XII Plan, wide consultative process, both formal and informal, has already been 

initiated.  He also stated that Planning Commission is reaching out to States and 

there will be four regional consultations.  He also stated that Planning Commission 

has formed a number of Steering Committees and Working Groups so as to 

accommodate representatives of State Governments, educationists, sector specialists, 

NGOs, teachers, etc.  He also stated that it is Planning Commission’s endeavour that 

the XII Five Year Plan truly becomes a people’s plan reflecting views/aspirations and 

goals of people at large.  He briefly spelt out about the operationalisation of RTE Act, 

harmonising RTE with SSA and the need for higher level of funding.  With regard to 

XII Five Year Plan, he viewed that bulk of the investment during XII Five Year Plan 

would go for school education sector and also towards educationally backward blocks 

or districts with a view to bridging the regional, social and gender gaps and inclusion 
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of the excluded.  With regard to priorities of XII Five Year Plan, he stated that 

improving quality of elementary education through tackling academic issues such as 

teachers vacancy, teacher absenteeism, uneven quality of teaching, high dropout of 

students, the general problem of retention, basic shortage of infrastructural facility 

are some of the major issues.  He urged the States to utilise fully the funds 

sanctioned under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. With regard to higher and technical 

education, Planning Commission would emphasises on expansion, inclusion and 

excellence during the XII Five Year Plan.  He also stated that Planning Commission 

would like to emphasize on five issues - continued commitment of higher education 

expansion, sustainable funding, improving employability of the graduates, more 

private participation including innovative PPP and quality innovation and excellence 

at the core.  He was also of the view that we should shift our strategy from creation 

of new institutions to their consolidation, focus on quality of education and raising 

the bar of high quality institutions to make them globally competitive.   

 

Presentation made by Karnataka State Council for Science and Technology 

 

Representative of Karnataka State Council for Science and Technology also 

gave a presentation on a pilot project that has been undertaken in Hubli and Tumkur 

district. He stated that Karnataka is the first state in the country to have special data 

infrastructure for a geospatial data to provide it on line after NSDI   which was 

launched in 2009. It was also informed that they have collected database for all 

information regarding Punchayati Raj institutions, roads, etc. and the information 

was used in developing education management information system. He informed 

that they have already entered details of school locations in the central server and 

any body interested to monitor the respective schools can also see the 

neighbourhood through the videos. By putting such information in GIS infrastructure 

available in the school including kitchen, toilets, etc. can be monitored.  HRM desired 

to know whether they are taking videography on the ground or aerial photography or 

satellite imagery.  In response, he stated that all the information will be kept on the 

central server and anybody can access as per their requirements.  HRM also apprised 
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that entire area of Delhi has been mapped including ground system and if there is 

break down in the system, the same can be rectified immediately. 

 

After the presentation, Secretary (SE&L) suggested for detail discussion on the 

issues on which presentations were made. Hon’ble HRM invited suggestions from 

State Education Ministers 

 

Shri P.K. Shahi, Hon’ble Education Minister Bihar. 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of Bihar invited HRM to visit Bihar and to see about 

the development of the state in the education sector.  He stated that while number 

of school going children’s have gone up, the State Government is unable to 

accommodate them in a proper class rooms.  Further there is no increase in the 

number of teachers. He, therefore, urged HRM to provide one time fund for 

additional classrooms to accommodate students in the schools.  He also informed 

that State Government has already set up a corporation for the civil construction 

work of educational institutions.  He brought to the notice of HRM issue of teacher 

training and said that there is lack of teacher training institutions in Bihar.  He 

suggested that Government and private sector can work jointly to solve this issue. 

He also brought to the notice of HRM the pending issue regarding preparation of 

bridge course by IGNOU which will help State Government for training of 1.15 lakh 

untrained teachers.  The bridge course also requires recognition by NCTE.  With 

regard to NCTE, he was of the view that NCTE in its present form is not capable to 

bring improvement in the teachers’ education.  

 

 HRM thanked to Shri Shahi for supporting supersession of NCTE.  HRM also 

informed that certain changes have been brought in AICTE and the same will be 

replicated in NCTE also. With regard to bridge course, HRM informed that we have 

bestowed all such responsibility to IGNOU and it is regretted that IGNOU has not 

responded state government quickly.  He directed VC, IGNOU to take immediate 

steps in this regard. 
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Shri Raman Lal Bora, Hon’ble Education Minister, Gujarat 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of Gujarat expressed apprehension about the 

admission of 25% children from disadvantaged groups and weaker sections in 

private schools under section 12(1) (c) of the RTE Act.  He expressed that the 

Central Government will have to think deeply about its implementation of RTE Act. 

He also stated that it will be difficult for the child from juggi to adjust with the 

children of upper strata and this will lead to inferiority complex. He also raised the 

issue regarding teachers’ training and also about the functioning of NCTE.  He 

informed that State Govt. is in the process of recruiting 13000 teachers as per 

guidelines issued by NCTE.  He also suggested that Central Government may provide 

funds for construction of staff quarters under SSA.  He also stated that although 

Rs.1860 crore was earmarked for Gujarat Government under SSA, however, the 

same has not been released so far.  He mentioned that Gujarat is least receiver of 

funds under SSA.   

 

While intervening in the discussion, HRM urged the Education Minister of 

Gujarat that we should work together for the development of education and urged 

him to focus discussion on pupil-teacher ratio, recruitment of teachers, redeployment 

of teachers, etc.  HRM also assured him that he will look into the issue of non-release 

of funds to Gujarat State. 

  

Secretary (SEL) informed to all the state Education Ministers that due to 

procedural changes, there has been some delay in the release of funds under SSA to 

the States.  She further clarified that funds have been released by end of May.  

 

Shri Darda Rajendra, Hon’ble Minister of School Education, Maharashtra 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of Maharashtra in his opening remarks 

congratulated HRM for organising State Education Ministers’ Conference and also for 

carrying out large scale reforms in education.  He informed that Maharashtra 

Government is launching a massive Siksha and Jagruti Abhiyan where every 
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stakeholder – teachers, students, parents and communities will be involved. He also 

stated that the State Government is reaching out to nearly 74 lakh girls through the 

Meena Manch, reaching out to each girl in the school through letters written by 

school management committee and principle. He informed that the RTE Rules are 

before the State Cabinet, and are likely to be notified by the month end.  SCPCR has 

already been constituted in the State. He also stated that the State will also take a 

decision on moving to an eight year elementary education cycle shortly. He also 

informed that the State government has also mapped all the primary and secondary 

schools initiated on Google earth and has created a master plan where by issues of 

access and status of each school in terms of infrastructure is available for carefull 

planning. He apprised that there are 685 untrained teachers in the State, who will be 

provided 60 days training programme through SCERT. He also informed that 

Teachers Recruitment Rules in the State are under review to bring them in 

conformity   with the Teacher Qualifications notified by the NCTE under section 23 of 

the RTE Act.  He pleaded that Model Schools be provided with residential hostels and 

teachers be provided quarters, which can be built as per the State Schedule of rates. 

           

Mrs. Archana Chitnis, Hon’ble Education Minister, Madhya Pradesh  

 

Hon’ble Education Minister, Madhya Pradesh informed that all the statutory 

requirements for implementation of the RTE Act have been fulfilled.  She suggested 

that the costs arising out from reimbursement for admission of 25% children from 

disadvantaged groups and weaker sections in private schools, should be shared 

between the Central and State Governments. In this context HRM clarified that 13th 

Finance Commission envisages a minimum of 8% annual growth in plan outlays for 

education. It is expected that the cost of reimbursement can be met from the 8% 

annual increase.  HRM also assured that in case there is no enhancement of funds 

for education, he will reconsider this issue. On the issue of teacher recruitment she 

stated that the State will be sending a detailed proposal seeking relaxation under 

section 23 of the RTE Act. She suggested that there is need for teachers’ quarters in 

the remote rural and tribal areas of the state, and that SSA norms for interventions 

should be appropriately revised to provide for residential accommodation for 
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teachers. She also stated that 42 districts in the State have DIETs and remaining 

district have no DIETs and the state has been perusing for opening of DIETs for the 

last two years. She sought HRM intervention for opening of DIETs in 9 newly created 

districts. She also suggested for relaxation of RMSA norms for Urdu schools. 

 

Secretary (SE&L) clarified that the Ministry has received proposals from states 

for relaxation of teacher’s norms and the Department has also requested states to 

furnish more information which will help to examine the case. 

 

Shri Rakesh Dhar Tripathi, Hon’ble  Minister of Education, UP 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of UP stated that the State Government has 

initiated process for recruitment of 1.22 lakh teachers and further 80000 teachers are 

to be recruited under RTE.  He suggested that the funds earmarked for the year 

2011-2012 may be released to enable the state govt to pay salary to teachers. He 

requested HRM to ensure that process of teachers’ recruitment should not hamper 

due to restructuring of NCTE.  He, however, welcomed the restructuring of NCTE.  

He reiterated the need for revision in the pattern of funds between the Central and 

State Government, and suggested that funds sharing  should be in 90:10 ratio.  

 

Shri Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri, Hon’ble Minister of School Education, 

Karnataka 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of Karnataka stressed the need for quality 

education He suggested for strengthening for SCERT and DIETs for improving quality 

of education. He also brought the notice of HRM that NCTE is not effetely working. 

He therefore suggested that NCTE should be made more effective and it should 

provide support to the states. 
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Mrs. Geeta Bhukkal,   Hon’ble Minister of Education, Haryana.  

 

Hon’ble Minister of Education, Haryana stated that the presentations on GIS 

mapping were useful and attempts would be made to incorporate such a system in 

the State. She suggested that a system of awards be instituted for good performance 

in RTE/SSA/RMSA, etc.  She informed that the State Government has already notified 

RTE Rules. She mentioned that the State is committed to complete recruitment of 

teachers in the time frame prescribed under the RTE Act.  The State had a system of 

STET to ensure recruitment of quality teachers, even before the Central Government 

notified such a system.  She also mentioned that the State Government has also 

involved private organisations to meet the requirement for teachers’ training.  The 

State of Haryana is also making amendments to ensure that teacher’s retirements 

date take effect only at the end of the academic year, rather than mid-way through 

the academic session.  She further stated that community participation is important 

and the constitution of SMCs under the RTE Act would be prioritized. With regard to 

GPS, she stated that Education Department of Haryana has already purchased GPS 

device for all 21 districts of the State and the State is putting all efforts to identify 

neighbourhood schools.  She also stated that teachers have been provided unique ID 

number in Haryana which includes information relating to their postings, number of 

children, etc.  She suggested that all the students from the State should be given 

unique ID number at national level.  

  

Dr. Sailaja Nath Sake, Hon’ble of Minister of Primary Education, Andhra 

Pradesh. 

               

Hon’ble Minister of Andhra Pradesh in his opening remarks thanked HRM for 

his efforts in improving education. He stated that there are more than one lakh 

schools under different managements in the State, out of which 21082 are private 

unaided and remaining are semi government institutions. He further stated that the 

state government has complied with all the RTE norms except shifting from seven 

years to eight years elementary education cycle.  He also stated that retention rate 

has improved significantly from 65.42% to 86.78% and it is expected to increase 
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further.  However, the number of private education institutions has outnumbered the 

Government schools in the State.  He felt that there is a need to improve the quality 

of education in government schools.  State Government intends to monitor private 

institutions but the provision of RTE for admission of 25% children from 

disadvantaged groups and weaker sections in private schools has been stayed by the 

High Court.  The private institutions are charging very high fees.  State Government 

is making all efforts to lift the stay.  He strongly endorsed the legislative to prohibit 

Educational Malpractices which will take care of these malaises.  He also brought to 

the notice of HRM about the need of teachers’ training in the State.  He stated that 

State Government is in the process of formulating rules for teachers’ recruitment and 

their training facilities in tune with RTE Act.  He urged HRM to formulate law at 

national level to prohibit malpractices being adopted by private institutions and also 

to determine the responsibility of teachers.  He mentioned that Andhra Pradesh had 

already completed GIS mapping. He suggested that KGBVs be provided with 

boundary walls.   

 

Shri Bosiram Siram, Hon’ble Education Minister, Arunachal Pradesh  

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of Arunachal Pradesh stated that the State faces an 

acute problem of untrained teachers and the State Government has only 12816 

trained teachers for both elementary and primary schools. He also stated that 11 

DIETs are functioning, and 23 BRCs available in the State should also be permitted to 

provide teacher education. He stated that there are 1489 teachers registered with 

IGNOU for training, but progress has been slow. He suggested that the matter be 

taken up with IGNOU and NCTE.  He also informed that State has already notified 

RTE Rules.  He apprised that KGBVs are functioning well in the State, and meet the 

needs of girls in the remote parts of the State.  He also urged the Central 

Government to open more KGBVs in the State.  He stated that there is urgent need 

of Science, Math and Hindi teachers in the State.  He also urged financial help for 

GIS mapping. 
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Shri Brijmohan Aggarwal, Hon’ble Minister of Education, Chhattisgarh 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of Chhatisgarh stated that Chhattisgarh being a 

tribal belt, is facing difficulty in the recruitment of mathematics, chemistry and 

physics teachers as per norms notified by NCTE.  He stated that there is a need for 

relaxation under section 23 of the RTE Act for the recruitment of teachers.  He also 

suggested five years exemption in qualification for recruitment of teachers and 5 

years relaxation in appointment of teachers. HRM, however, clarified that there is 

provision of relaxing 3 years after the recruitment.  He also clarified that every 

teacher has to qualify TET.  Hon’ble Education Minister suggested that teachers who 

have already been selected would require five years for qualifying TET.  He also 

stated that the State has to recruit 30,000 teachers, however, only 5000 trained 

teachers are available in the State.  He brought to the notice of HRM that sanction 

for construction work comes in a erratic manner.  In order to overcome this problem, 

he suggested that the PAB should draw a five years long term plan which will help 

State Government to plan the work in advance.  He also urged to enhance the 

construction amount of the school buildings under SSA as the present amount is not 

sufficient.  He also urged for providing e-learning in primary and also in middle 

schools to create interest among the students and issue of absenteeism could also be 

addressed.  He urged sanction of 250 more Edusat facility, so that teacher education 

can take place in distance mode through edusat, and e-learning can be encouraged. 

He also suggested that a Teacher Training and Resource Centre be provided to 

Chhattisgarh.  He was of the view that the proposed model schools will have no 

relevance if they are sanctioned without hostel facilities. 

 

HRM in his response stated that Department already has a Mission on 

Education through ICT for higher education.  The Ministry has now decided that the 

Mission of ICT will also be extended to school education.  HRM also referred to the 

scheme of this Department for providing low cost computing devices under ICT 

Mission.  HRM urged that we should not wait for physical structure which is time 

consuming, and we should start teaching-learning processes through e-learning. 
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VC, IGNOU in his remarks stated that HRM is also the Minister of 

Communication and IT and we should take benefit of this opportunity to move fast in 

this direction.  He stated that the project has a tie up with BSNL and funds have also 

been transferred to BSNL.  He also informed that all the State Universities will get 

broad-band connection within next two years.  HRM also referred to the Committee 

set up under the Chairmanship of Mr. Sam Pitroda and Mr. Nandan Nilekani to 

implement the rural broadband scheme. 

  

Shri Abdul Ghani Malik, Hon’ble Minister of Higher Education, Jammu & 

Kashmir  

 

In his opening remarks, Shri Abdul Ghani Malik, Hon’ble Minister of Higher 

Education, Jammu & Kashmir thanked HRM for liberally funding to Jammu & Kashmir.  

He stated that there has been 15% increase in female literacy between 2001 and 

2011 in the State.  He suggested that funds be released in two equal instalments, 

rather than in piecemeal. He described the Rabbe Talim scheme which enables the 

state to engage local teachers at the primary level.  He also brought to the notice of 

HRM certain issues about teachers’ training. 

 

Shri Lalsawta, Hon’ble Minister of Education, Mizoram 

 

Shri Lalsawta, Hon’ble Minister of Education, Mizoram stated that there are over 

6000 untrained teachers in the State. He, therefore, requested for enhancing 

capacity OF DIETs to meet the training needs of existing teachers as well as prepare 

teacher trainees for appointment against retirement vacancies. He suggested that 

the intake of DIETs should be increased from 100 to 200.  He suggested that 

shortage of teachers can be overcome by training teachers under IGNOU, which 

presently could not be availed because IGNOU insist on screening test of teachers.   

He also suggested that 6 DRCs functioning in the State should be upgraded to full-

fledged DIETs, and additional CTEs should be sanctioned to meet the requirement of 

Teacher Educators. This will help address the problem of teacher education.  He also 

emphasised need for Hindi Teachers in the State.  
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While intervening in the discussion HRM desired to know the authority asking 

for screening test of teachers.  VC, IGNOU clarified that it is not a screening test and 

this particular B.Ed programme of IGNOU is a 2-year programme, approved by NCTE 

with an entrance test.  He further clarified that it is only for those working teachers 

with 2-years of teaching experience in the school education system.  He further 

clarified that they have not received any request to remove the entrance examination 

guidelines.  In case IGNOU receive any specific requests from J&K and/or North-

Eastern States for waiving of this entrance examination, they can consider the same 

with the prior consent of National Council of Teachers Education.   

 

While intervening in the discussion, HRM mentioned that many States have 

said that trained teachers are not available.  However, Maharashtra Education 

Minister has informed that there are more than 5 lakh trained teachers working in 

their State and 90,000 trained teachers are being added through B.Ed. every year as 

against total requirement of only 15,000.  HRM, therefore, urged that a pool of 

trained teachers may be formed to meet the requirements of trained teachers of 

other States.  Similarly,   Rajasthan and Gujarat are also having excess trained 

teachers.   

 

Smt. Archana Chitnis, Hon’ble Minister of Education, Madhya Pradesh 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of Madhya Pradesh suggested that there is a need 

for enhancing budget provision under SSA for training the untrained teachers.  The 

present expenditure of Rs.6,500 for training the untrained teacher is inadequate as 

even IGNOU is charging Rs.15,000/- per teacher.   

 

Presentation on implementation of Secondary Education, Public Private 

Partnership in school education and implementation of Sakshar Bharat 

 

In his presentation on Public Private Partnership in School Education, JS(SE) 

explained about possible models of PPP in school education relevant for the country 
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and the efforts made so far.  It was informed that about there are 14 lakh schools in 

the country and if, all schools are put together, about 50% are owned and run by 

the Government and the rest are by local bodies, local self-government, private 

sector and private aided and private un-aided.   With regard to % of expenditure of 

GDP on education, it is ranging between 3.3% in 2004-05 which has gone up to 

3.85% in 2009-2010.  It was pointed out that there is a mismatch in demand and 

supply and therefore, supply gap needs to be filled.  As far as secondary education is 

concerned, the expenditure is to the tune of 1.8% of the GDP in India whereas it is 

2.2% in USA and 3.1% in UK.  Despite enhancing resources for education, there is 

still huge gap between demand and supply.  Hence there is need to leverage our 

resources to add infrastructure and to expand access.  Presently, we also have 

philanthropic corporate responsibility, we need to put a policy in place where these 

kind of initiatives come from outside.  In addition, we intend to gain from the 

experience of the private sector in running and managing the schools, in training the 

teachers, in deploying infrastructure and also using the resources optimally.    

Government may also consider to provide infrastructure facility and leave it to the 

private sector to operate it.  In the presentation, various methods for public private 

participation were put forth for the consideration.  He also mentioned that UK and 

Australia have also taken private financing initiatives.  He also stated that ‘school 

management’ is another possible model in which entire school management is given 

to private sector and government sponsors a few students.  He also referred to the 

2500 model school being set up by the government in the country in non- 

educationally backward blocks.  It was also explained that there could be a range of 

possible services that can be taken from private sector for operating these schools 

which includes design, built, operate, maintained, and transfer mode. The model 

schools being set up by the Ministry in each block of the country, on a cost sharing 

basis, between Central and State Governments was also cited. 

   

With regard to setting up of model school, it was stated that these schools will 

be set up on the pattern of Kendriya Vidyalaya with same facility and same norms in 

each of the block of the country. These will be set up on cost sharing basis with the 

Centre and State.  In addition, central government is also setting up 2500 schools in 
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the non-educationally backward blocks and these can be set up by charitable trusts, 

registered societies even non profit companies under Section 25 of the Companies 

Act.  Under the scheme land, building and infrastructure is to be provided by the 

private sector and the Government in turn would sponsor 140 students in each class.  

Model schools in the most backward blocks will be constructed by Government.  Out 

of 6000 schools, 3500 schools will be set up by government and remaining 2500 will 

be kept for PPP mode.  He clarified that backward blocks have been identified on all 

India basis. Some Hon’ble Ministers, however, expressed their apprehension about 

the adjustment problem of students coming from poor family to get admission in 

such schools.  

 

HRM intervened in the discussion and said that it is our duty to ensure that 

marginalized people also get the best possible education.  With regard to setting up 

of 2500 model colleges in PPP mode, it was informed that Bharti Airtel and many 

other corporate houses have shown their interest in this regard.   HRM  also 

informed that environment of the country is changing and large business houses of 

this country are interested to give back to society by investing in such scheme, not 

for profit but for sustaining the society. 

 

With regard to RMSA, Hon’ble Education Minister of Bihar stated that amount 

earmarked for office expenses under this scheme is meager and this may be 

enhanced to 5-6%.  He further stated that Bihar is highly populous state and the 

State is contemplating to open Madhyamik school within a distance of 3 kilometres 

instead of 5 kilometres as per existing norms.  He also pointed out that the existing 

provision of Rs.58.12 lakh is not sufficient for construction of schools and 

procurement of lab equipments.  It needs further revision.   He also urged that 

allocation of funds for repair work should be left with the State Government as it 

needs feasibility. 

 

Secretary (SEL) explained that the issue of enhancing administrative expenses 

was also raised in a meeting of RMSA National Mission.  She was hopeful that it 

would be enhanced to at least 4% which will also require approval of the Ministry of 
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Finance.  With regard to cost of construction of madhyamik school, Secretary (SE&L) 

explained that as per existing provisions, state schedule of rates will be followed with 

the cap of Rs.58 lakh.  With regard to repair works, she clarified that Rs.25000-

50000 has been sanctioned to each school for minor repair work.  Allocation of funds 

for repair works is being followed school-wise under SSA.  With regard to suggestion 

for school within 3 kilometres, Secretary (SEL) said that it would be difficult to 

deviate from the existing norms.  

 

Dr. Sailaja Nath Sake, Hon’ble Minister of Primary Education, Andhra 

Pradesh 

 

With regard to Public Private Participation, Hon’ble Education Minister of 

Andhra Pradesh stated that there is no clarity amongst the business and 

apprehended that private people may not come forward for charitable purpose.  He 

had some reservations about total privatization of these schools after ten years and 

said that this may go against the interest of marginalized people of the society.  

However, it was clarified that the whole scheme is for ten years but at the end of 

tend years the scheme can be renewed. He requested HRM for full discussion on this 

subject before it is implemented.   

 

Shri Bosiram Sriram, Hon’ble Minister of Education, Arunachal Pradesh 

 

With regard to Saakshar Bharat, Hon’ble Education Minister of Arunachal 

Pradesh said that there are 16 districts in Arunachal Pradesh.  Government of India 

has released 12 installments for implementation of Saakshar Bharat so far and then 3 

instalments after reducing one instalment on the ground that literacy rate is more 

than 50% in Papumlara district.  He further stated that beyond Itanagar and 

Naharlan, there are so many villages which are educationally backward.  He 

suggested that Itanagar and Naharlagan could be excluded and Papumlara may be 

considered for Saakshar Bharat.   
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Secretary (SEL) explained that district is the unit under Saakshar Bharat and 

literacy figure shown in 2001 Census is taken into account.  Secretary (SEL) also 

clarified that these issues will be taken care of in the XII Plan period. 

 

Shri P.K. Shahi, Hon’ble Minister of HRD, Bihar. 

 

With regard to Saakshar Bharat, Hon’ble Education Minister of Bihar stated 

that Government has set a target of more than one crore for Bihar unto 2012.  He 

further said that Panchayat election is not yet over in Bihar.  Further, he said entire 

Saakshar Bharat has to be conducted by Panchayats.  He raised the doubt about 

achieving 25% of the target fixed for Bihar.   He was of the view that the deadline of 

2012 in any way will have to be considered for extension.  He also said that there is 

only one trainer for population of 5000 in Bihar.  Since Panchayat population of Bihar 

is not less than 7500 and many are having more than 10000 population, one trainer 

is inadequate.  He also suggested that they want volunteers and these volunteers 

should be given certificate as an additional incentive.    

 

In his intervention, HRM stated that it is expected that Saakshar Bharat 

programme will continue during the XII Plan.  HRM also stated that a working group 

is being set up on adult education and literacy.  All the suggestions and inputs 

coming through CABE and Education Ministers’ Conference will be used in 

formulation of XII Five Year Plan as already mentioned by Member (Education), 

Planning Commission.  HRM also clarified that all the schemes and programmes are 

for five years cycle and these schemes are likely to continue. With regard to repair of 

schools, HRM justified that all the schools cannot be placed at par as some of them 

are very old and require more investment.   

 

Shri Abdul Karim Choudhury, Hon’ble Minister of Mass Education, West 

Bengal 

 

In his opening remarks, Hon’ble Education Minister congratulated HRM for 

holding the meeting of State Education Ministers.  He stated that due to State 
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Assembly election and operation of model code conduct, they find some difficulty in 

implementing the schemes.  After elections State Government has now started 

reviewing all the schemes and moving forward.  He raised the issue of volunteers 

who are instrumental of implementing Saakshar Bharat. He, therefore, urged Central 

Government to bring incentives scheme for these volunteers as they can not survived 

without financial help.  He also stated that State Government is trying their best to 

help these volunteers but due to economic crisis, State is not in a position to help 

them to the possible extent.  He also stated that the State Government has also 

started literacy class centre programme.  He also stated that State Government has 

also set up a Committee to monitor Saakshar Bharat programme.  

 

With regard to payment of honorarium to volunteers, HRM clarified that this 

issue was considered by the Cabinet, but did not agree.  HRM also assured that this 

will be considered while formulating XII Five Year Plan.   

 

Shri Jagmohan Raju, Joint Secretary and DG, NLM also clarified that State 

Government has been given complete freedom to decide which activity they want to 

do at district level, block level and gram panchayat level under Saakshar Bharat.   

 

Mrs. Geeta Bhukkal, Hon’ble Minister of Education, Haryana 

 

In her opening remarks, Hon’ble Education Minister of Haryana welcomed the 

stand taken by Government to extend RMSA in Higher Secondary schools of 

Government. She also suggested that   govt aided schools should also be covered 

under the scheme.  She urged that the funding pattern under RMSA should be 75:25 

even during the XII Plan.  While referring to the issue of purchase of books under 

RMSA and SSA, she said that Haryana government has already decided to organize 

book fair in every district which will be involve students, teachers and parents who 

can purchase books from there.  She also suggested that hostel facility should be 

provided in model schools which will increase retention.  With regard to 

vocationalisation of higher secondary education, she stated that State Government 

will consider the issue and State will vigorously follow up skill development in 
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consultation with National Skill Development Corporation.  She also stated that they 

have already sent a proposal to Government of India for providing 9000 vocational 

teachers which is still pending.  With regard to setting up of model school in the non-

educationally backward blocks under PPP mode, she wanted to know who will be 

these private investors and what is the role of State Government.   

 

Secretary (SEL) clarified that the issue relating to enhancing fund sharing 

pattern of 75:25 under RMSA may be considered  in the XII Five Year Plan and it will 

be placed before the Working Group.  All efforts will be made to have a workable 

solution to this issue.  With regard to hostel facility in the model schools, it will also 

be placed before the Working Group.  However, this will depend on the availability of 

resources.  She also clarified that vocationalisation of secondary education has 

already been approved.  With regard to selection of private partners, procedure has 

not been formulated so far, therefore, it is not possible to furnish details.  However, 

it has been decided to set up a group for formulation of guidelines for selection of 

private partners.              

 

Shri Peerzada Mohd Syed, Hon’ble Minister of School Education, Jammu & 

Kashmir 

 

Hon’ble Minister of School Education of J&K stated that funds are being 

transferred through State Bank of India under RMSA. He urged HRM to release the 

fund through J&K Bank as SBI has very few branches in J&K.  He said that the 

request of State Government is still pending with Government of India.  

 

Shri Jagmohan Singh Raju, Joint Secretary and DG (NLM) clarified that under 

Saakshar Bharat funds are released to States and as per fund flow mechanism 

partner banks play an active role, because they have to change their software and all 

their systems.  He also apprised that this issue was discussed with the officials of 

J&K Bank to confirm as to whether they can provide the same facility as is being 

given by SBI.  However, J&K Bank have not reverted back so far to the MHRD.   
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Shri Brijmohan Aggarwal, Hon’ble Minister of Education, Chhatisgarh 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister Chhatisgarh referred to the Madhyamik Shiksha 

Abhiyan and urged HRM to convey in principle approval in advance for opening of 

schools based on the school survey to enable the State Government to finalize the 

scheme including recruitment of teachers, identification of land, finding of schools, 

etc as the advance will help in facilitating for extension of Madhyamik Shiksha 

Abhiyan in XI and XII classes.  He also suggested that Central Government should do 

something for volunteer trainers working in Saakshar Bharat as without their support, 

this will not be implemented.  He suggested that the repair amount for schools 

should be enhanced as some of the schools are more than 100 years old.  He also 

emphasized on co-education.  He also suggested that distance education norms for 

girls’ schools, Urdu schools may be relaxed and Sanskrit schools should be brought 

into RMSA. 

 

Presentation on the following items was made by Shri Sunil Kumar, 

Additional Secretary (Higher Education). 

 

 Survey on Higher Education 

 

 Interest Subsidy on Education Loan Scheme    

       

With regard to Higher Education Survey, Shri Sunil Kumar, AS (Higher 

Education) referred to the genesis of survey way back in 2001, when Government of 

India had set up a National Statistical Commission under Prof. C. Rangarajan wherein 

they had said about serious problems in regular timely collections, dissemination of 

data, for an assessment of supply of manpower in education and technical.  He also 

apprised that the Commission had recommended that there should be a higher 

education survey in every five years.  He also referred to the recommendations of 

the Review Committee, constituted by this Ministry way back in 2008, stating that 

there is acute need of baseline survey of the status of higher education.  He stated 

that data required under the survey may include basic information on teachers, their 
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availability, vacancies, non-teaching staff, programmes being conducted in various 

faculties and departments, student enrolment.  The information will help in the 

preparation of XII Five Year Plan, where focused schemes could be evolved.   

 

With regard to presentation on interest subsidy on education loan, Shri Sunil 

Kumar stated that it is Central Scheme on Interest Subsidy on Education Loan.  He 

stated that the current policy at the Centre and also at the States is that no body 

should be denied professional education on account of his/her financial position.  He 

stated that access to children from socio-economically weaker sections in 

professional course is low on account of high fee.  Further, there are limits on 

scholarships.  Therefore, a new scheme has been introduced to take care of the 

financial aspect.  As per the scheme, Government will subsidize interest burden 

during the moratorium period which is taken as the cost duration plus one year or six 

months from employment whichever is earlier.  This is applicable where annual 

income is less than Rs.4.5 lakh and this is the only scheme where socio-economic 

background is not   eligibility.  The Department has signed an MOU with Canara Bank 

which is nodal bank.  He brought to the notice of States that 14 States and Union 

Territories have not yet notified the authorities who should be responsible for 

notifying authority for income certificate.  He, therefore, sought the help of States in 

this regard so that more and more students could avail the benefit available under 

the scheme.    

 

Shri P.K. Shahi, Hon’ble Minister HRD, Bihar. 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister Bihar stated that Rs.37,000/-  limit per month is 

not adequate to meet the educational requirements of their kids in respect of those 

lower middle class with higher income group.  HRM clarified that Government is 

already in the process of finalizing a scheme where Government will give a guarantee 

for loan for pursuing higher education.    
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Shri Brijmohan Aggarwal, Hon’ble Education Minister, Chhattisgarh 

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of Chhatisgarh desired to know the duration of 

loan period and period of moratorium.  HRM clarified that moratorium will be for one 

year after completion of course or six months after employment, whichever is earlier 

in the scheme.  

 

Shri Rakesh Dhar Tripathi, Hon’ble Minister of Education, Uttar Pradesh  

 

Hon’ble Education Minister of UP informed that they have already notified the 

scheme and requested that Government of India should issue a communication to all 

the educational institutions and universities for its publicity.  

 

In response to above, it was clarified that the Canara Bank is already in touch 

with other banks about the implementation of this scheme.  It was also informed 

that this Department has already written to all District Level Coordination Committee 

Bankers about the scheme.   

 

Presentation on setting up of Model Degree Colleges in 374 identified 

Higher Educationally Backward Districts by Shri Sunil Kumar, Additional 

Secretary (HE) 

 

While presenting on this subject, AS (HE), MHRD informed that this is a 

Central Sponsored Scheme in higher education where Centre and State could actually 

be partners and share in establishing institutions.  He also referred that this scheme 

was discussed in length in the past and based on suggestions of some Hon’ble 

Ministers, it is felt that there should be two options, one financing, assisting 

universities through UGC route as well as directly supporting State Governments and 

there should be an MOU to be entered between Centre and State.  He informed that 

this Department is in touch with States and some of the State Governments have 

expressed their difficulty with regard to State share being made available.   He 

clarified that since the scheme had the approval of NDC, it is not possible to modify 
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the scheme at the fag end of XI Five Year Plan.  He informed that some of the 

Ministers of the States met with HRM and pointed out that it is not necessary to have 

a capital cost of Rs.8.00 crore.  Based on the feedback received, it was felt that unit 

cost may be kept lower between Rs.4.00 crore - Rs.8.00 crore to attract States.  

However, the ratio would remain the same.  He also gave overall picture of the 

scheme.  He urged all the State Education Ministers to submit the proposal as early 

as possible.  He also apprised that UGC has been advised to sanction hostel building 

particularly for girl students belonging to weaker sections.  

 

One of State Education Minister also referred Rangarajan Committee Report 

recommending that 100% infrastructure cost to be borne by the Centre and urged 

the HRM to take into account in this scheme.  He made it clear that it is impossible 

for State Governments to spend Rs.5.3 crore for the construction of Model College.  

 

Presentation on Low cost access-cum-computing device under ICT Mission          

 

Secretary (HE) in her remarks on ICT Mission referred to the issues raised by 

State Education Ministers about the connectivity given by BSNL.  She stated that 

content creation and low cost computing device will be covered on this subject.   

 

Shri N. K. Sinha, Additional Secretary (TEL) in his presentation, briefly 

explained about the National Mission on ICT and sharing pattern.  He stated that it is 

a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, 75% of cost of connectivity is borne by the Centre 

and remaining 25% by the States.  With regard to North East Region, the sharing 

pattern is 90:10.  He further stated that 100% contribution for e-content generation 

is from the Centre and in case of low cost devices the contribution is equal between 

Centre and State.  With regard to e-content generation, he informed that the work 

has already begun for all under graduate courses and CEC which is under the UGC 

has been entrusted with the responsibility of creating the e-content.  With regard to 

engineering courses, IITs & IISc. together have been conducting NPTEL programme 

where till date 125 web courses and 135 video based courses have already been 

generated and uploaded. He also informed that those universities who are under ICT 
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mission will be paying 25% of contribution for connectivity which is coming to 

around Rs 50 lakh for1000 Mbps for ten year period. He further stated that nearly 

984 more semester courses are under development.  He also informed that out of 

nearly 419 universities which were assigned to NMEICT, 354 universities have 

already been connected.   With regard to low cost access device, Shri Sinha informed 

that these devices as per specifications have been manufactured and 1 lakh devices 

have already been ordered.  The cost of device is Rs.2200/- and each states could be 

provided 3000 devices.  

 

Prof. Kannan of IIT-Bombay also gave brief demo on spoken tutorial.  He 

stated that spoken tutorial is recording of a computer session along with the running 

commentary He further stated that it is in audio video tutorial.  These tutorials are 

for public health and similar tutorial can be created for other discipline.  

 

Shri Ashok Thakur, Special Secretary, MHRD also explained about the proposal 

of the Department for setting up of 20 new IIITs in PPP mode during the current 

financial year.  He informed that Department of Higher Education has been working 

on this scheme since last year to finalise it and the scheme has since been finalized.   

He also informed that a workshop was held on 18th March 2011 to discuss this issue 

with all State Governments.  He further stated that a lot of enthusiasm has shown by 

the States in the workshop and many State Governments wanted to have a project 

but when Centre sent application forms to States for filling in and identifying industry 

partners, we have not received any applications from States till date.  He requested 

Education Ministers of State to identify industry partners. While deliberating on 

financing, he apprised that, out of total cost of Rs.128 crores, 50% would be borne 

by the Centre, 35% by State Government with land about 50 acres and rest 15% will 

be shared by private industry partner. He informed that the selection procedure of 

industry partners and its detail guidelines are available on the website of the 

Department.  He stressed the need to address all the issues coming in the way of 

this scheme and requested State governments to move forward.  He also informed 

that applications from 3-4 States were received but incomplete as no clear 

commitment on the part of the industry partner was indicated.  
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HRM also brought to the notice of all the State Education Ministers the circular 

issued by the Ministry regarding Anti-Ragging measures.  He sought the help of State 

Government to publicise the anti-ragging measures in a big way so as to avoid any 

unfortunate incident. HRM also informed that he will hold special sessions with 

Ministers from State on higher education issues like governance reforms, setting up 

374 degree colleges, etc.   

 

Education Minister, Manipur drew the attention of HRM about the list 

maintained by this Department relating to higher educationally backward districts.  

He clarified that the figures maintained by the Ministry on GER are on higher side 

and this may be rectified to enable Manipur to get benefits under this scheme.  He 

also suggested that Government of India should bear 100% cost for setting up of 

model degree colleges which were set up before January 2008.  

 

 At the end of the meeting, a summary record of discussion was prepared 

which is at Annexure-II.  The same has also been hosted on the website of the 

Ministry.  Thereafter, the meeting ended with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 

 

 

*****    
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS OF THE STATE EDUCATION MINISTERS' CONFERENCE 
HELD ON 818 JUNE, 2011 AT, ASHOKA HOTEL, NEW DELHI. 
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1 Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister of Human Resource Development, MHRD, New Delhi 
2 Smt. D. Purandeswari, Minister of State for Higher Education, MHRD, New Delhi. 
3 Dr. Narendra Jadhav, Member (Education), Planning Commission 
4 Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma, Education Minister, Assam. 
5. Shri Bosiram Siram, Education Minister , Arunachal Pradesh. 
6. Dr. Sailaja Nath Sake, Minister~ Primary Education, Andhra Pradesh. 
7. Shri P.K. Shahi, Minister HRD, Bihar. 
8. Shri Raman Lal Bora, Education Minister, Gujrat. 
9 Shri Arvinder Singh Lovely, Education and Transport Minister, New Delhi. 
10. Shri Brijmohan Aggarwal, Education Minister, Chattisgarh. 
11. Shri Hem Chand Yadav, Higher Education Minister, Chattisgarh. 
12. Shri Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri, Minister, School Education, Karnataka. 
13. Shri Baidyanath Ram, Minister HRD, Jharkhand, 
14. Shri Abdul Gani Malik, Minister for Higher Education, J&K. 
15. Shri Peerzada Mohd Syed, Minister for School Education, J&K. 
16 Smt. Archna Chitnis, Minister, for School Education, M.P. 
17. Mrs. Geeta Bhukkal, Education Minister, Haryana, Chandigarh. 
18. Shri Lalsawta, Minister For Education, (All Sectors), Mizoram. 
19. Shri D.D. Thaish, Education Minister, Imphal. 
20. Shri Darda Rajendra, Minister, School Education Maharashtra. 
21. Shri Lakshmikant Sharma, Minister for Technical Education, M.P . 
22. Shri Nyeiwang Konyak, Minister School Education & SCERT, Nagaland. 
23. Dr. Jintendra Singh, Minister Higher Education, Rajasthan. 
24. Shri Bhanwar Lal Meghwal, Minister , Rajasthan. 
25. Shri Rakesh Dhar Tripathi, Education Minister, U.P. 
26. Shri Rabindranath Bhattacharya, Minister School Education, West Bengal. 
27. Shri Abdul Karim Chowdhary, Minister, Mass Education, West Bengal. 
28. Shri B. Basu, Minister in charge, Higher Education, West Bengal. 
29. Shri Pratap Jena, Minister for School & Mass Education, Odisha. 
30. Shri N.K. Pradhan, Minister for HRD, Sikkim 

State Officials 
31. Dr. R. Kannan, Principal Secretary Higher Education, Chennai. 
32. Shri Diwan Chand, Director Education, Old Secretariat, Delhi. 
33. Shri Sanjay Kumar Saxena, Secretary Education, Port Blair Andman & Nicobar Islands. 
34. Dr. V.S. Niranjan, Commissioner: Higher School Madhya Pradesh. 
35. Shri C. Roul, Principal Secretary,School Education Punjab. 
36. Ms. Aparajita Sarangi, Secretary School & Mass Education, Odisha 
37. Ms. Surina Rajan, D.S., School Education, Chandigarh 
38. Shri S.S . Prasad, Principal Secret'!!)' Higher Education, Haryana. 
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40. Shri Ma poj Jhalawi, Commissioner RSK & Secretary, School Education, Madhya Pradesh. 
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42. Shri Ha mukh Adhia, Principal Secretary., Education, Gujrat. 
43. Shri An ani Kumar Singh, Principal Secretary, Department ofEducation, Bihar. 
44. Shri N~ ender Nath Dutta, Joint Secretary, School Education, West Bengal. 



45. Shri Hage K.hoda, Commissioner Education, Arunachal Pradesh. 
46. Shri Tapang Taloh, Director School Education, Arunachal Pradesh. 
47. Shri P.N. Thokyon, State Project Director, Arunachal Pradesh. 
48. Shri D.K. Chaturvedi, OSD, Education, Arunachal Preadesh. . 
49. Shri Rakesh Mohan, Principal Secretary, Education,.Delhi. 
50. Ms. Naseem Lanker, Commissioner/Secretary, Education J&K. 
51. Shri C.S. Rao, Secretary HRD, Sikkim. 
52. Shri D.K. Modani, OSD, Higher Education, Rajasthan. 
53. Shri R.K. Gupta, OSD, Technical Education, Rajasthan. 
54. Shri Sumit Mullick, Principal Secretary School Education, Maharashtra. 
55. Smt. Esther Lal Rautkimi, Secretary School, Higher & Technical Education, Mijoram. 
56. Shri Jasbir Singh, Dy. Director~ Colleges, Chanidigarh. 
57. Shri Umesh Mishra, Joint Director, Chhattisgarh. 
58. Shri T.R. Sahu, PS to Education Minister, Chhattisgarh. 
59. Ms. Amarjyot Arora, Information Officer, Maharashtra Information Centre, New Delhi. 
60. Shri Kishan Swaroop, Expert SPO, SSA, Uttarakhand. 
61. Shri Sanjay Singh, Secretary Technical Education ,Madhya Pradesh. 
62. Shri O.P. Shukla, SA to HM, Ma,dhya Pradesh. 
63. Ms. P. Ronika Devi, District Programme Manager, Manipur. • 
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69. Shri K.R. Pisda, Director, Public Instruction, Chhasttisgarh. 
70. Shri Sham Lal Gupta, Director, Colleges, J&K. 
71. Shri V. K. Awasthi, Resident Commissioner, Daman House. 
72. Dr. Surender, Director, State Institute of Education~ Chanidigarh. 
73. Mohd. Akbar Wani, PS to Education Minister~ K&J. 
74. Mohd Ali Rafath, lAS, State Project Director, SSA, Andhra Pradesh. 
75. Shri Parthasarthy, State Project Director, SSA, Puducherry. 
76. Shri C.K. K.haitan, Secretary Higher Education, Chattisgarh. 
77. Shri Vineet Joshi, Chairman CBSE. 
78. Shri S. S. Mantha, Acting Chairman., AICTE. • 
79. Ms. Rashmi Krishnan, Director, SCERT, Delhi. 
80. Dr. Sunita S. Kaushik, Additional Director, Dte. ofEducation, Delhi. 
81. Shri K.K. Sharma, Advisor to Administrator, Chandigarh. 

82. Prof. Ved Prakash, Acting Chairman,UGC, New Delhi. 
83. Shri R. Govinda, Vice Chancellor, NUEPA, New Delhi. 

Central Government Officials 
84. Smt. Vibha Puri Das, Secretary, Higher Education. 
85. Smt. Anshu Vaish, Secretary, School Education & Literacy. 
86. Shri Sunil Kumar, Additional Secretary, MHRD. .. 
87. Ms. Anita Kaul Additional Secretary~ MHRD. 
88. Shri Amit K.hare, Joint Secretary, MHRD. 
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93. Dr. Vijay P. Goel, DDG, Ministry, MHRD. 



SUMMARY RECORD OF DISCUSSION OF THE STATE EDUCATION MINISTERS’ 
CONFERENCE HELD ON 8th JUNE, 2011 

 

 The Conference of State & UT Education Ministers’ was held on 8th June, 2011 
with Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister for Human Resource Development, Government of India 
in the chair.  Smt. D. Purandeshwari, Minister of State for HRD, Dr. Narendra Jadhav, 
Member, Planning Commission, 26 Ministers of Education representing State 
Governments and Union Territories, Smt. Anshu Vaish, Secretary, Department of 
School Education & Literacy, Smt. Vibha Puri Das, Secretary, Higher Education and 
senior officials of the Centre and State Governments were present. 

2. The Conference of State/UT Education Ministers reviewed he status of 
implementation of the RTE Act, 2009. The Conference noted the considerable progress 
that has taken place in developing understanding and generating consensus on the 
child-centred assumptions of the RTE Act. The Conference agreed to carry the process 
of systemic reform forward, specifically with reference to  

(i) giving wide publicity to child entitlements under the Act  

(ii) undertaking teacher recruitment, re-deployment and training in a time bound 
manner,  

(iii) initiating GIS mapping exercises  for establishment of neighbourhood 
schools,  

(iv) initiating curricular renewal and instituting a system of learner assessment as 
an integral part of the learning system,  

(v) expediting the processes for constitution of SMCs and notification of local 
authorities,  and  

(vi) monitoring admission of 25% children from disadvantaged groups and 
weaker sections at entry level in private unaided schools.    

  
3. A presentation was made on Public-Private Partnership (PPP) in school 
education. The need to leverage resources from the private non-for-profit sector by 
creating suitable PPP models to meet the challenges of expansion in the secondary 
education sector was outlined. The PPP model for establishment of Model Schoold in 
non-educationally backward blocks prepared by the Ministry of HRD was presented. 
State Ministers were appreciative of the Scheme for Model Colleges in the PPP mode 
and assured their co-operation in the implementation of the Scheme.  

4. Several suggestions were made by the State Education Ministers’ during 
discussions on the schemes in secondary education including the Rashtriya Madhyamik 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) 



(i) to continue the 75:25 fund sharing patterns between the Centre and the 
States in the Twelfth Plan,  

(ii) to extend RMSA to cover higher secondary level and to cover 
Government-aided schools;  

(iii) to increase the allocation for MMER (Monitoring, management, evaluation 
and research) to meet administrative and monitoring expenses beyond the 
present level of 2%. 

(iv) to reduce the 5 km distance norm to 3 km for establishment of secondary 
schools wherever there is density of population is more or in respect of 
schools for girls, Urdu and Sanskrit schools. 

(v) to raise the financial limit for construction of new schools and expansion of 
new schools 

(vi) to give flexibility to States in utilization of the amount allocated for repairs 
and maintenance of schools according to need.  

(vii) to provide for a common SMDCs (School Management Development 
Committees) under RMSA and SSA.  

(viii) to provide for hostels in Model Schools especially in tribal areas. 

 

5.   The progress in implementation of Sakshar Bharat was reviewed. A few State 
Ministers desired extension of the programme to more districts. 

6. The State Ministers  agreed with the need for a comprehensive and reliable data-
base on Higher Education to reflect not only the factual status of the Higher Education 
sector, but also to aid in planning the sector’s growth in order to address the issues of 
access, equity, relevance and quality.  Central Government’s initiative in conducting the 
All India Survey on Higher Education was endorsed by States and all possible co-
operation was assured in completing the survey in time and in identifying the agencies 
for conducting the survey. States also agreed to advise all the Institutions located in the 
States to provide information as required. 

7. Presentations were made on the progress in implementation of the scheme of 
interest subsidy for pursuing professional education and the scheme for establishment 
of model colleges in 374 identified educationally backward districts. The State Ministers 
indicated that awareness campaigns need to be launched by the States to publicise the 
scheme of interest subsidy to reach out to deserving students. State Ministers agreed to 
ensure prompt submission of proposals for availing of benefit for establishment of model 
colleges. Some States requested for the Central share to be increased.  

8. A presentation was made on the progress made so far under the National 
Mission on Education through ICT, which has 3 major components viz., generation of e-
content, connectivity to colleges and universities and development of low-cost access 
cum computing devices.  Nearly 390 universities of the country have already been 
provided 1 Gbps connectivity till date which could be seen on the Sakshat portal 



(http.//www.Sakshat.ac.in).  Orders for manufacture and supply of low cost access and 
computing devices have already been placed and a few samples from the production 
process have already been received and are under testing.  States were informed that 
on an average nearly 3000 such low cost devices would be provided to each state for 
testing of these devices for their functionality, utility and durability in field conditions. 

9.  The scheme of setting up of 20 Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs) 
in PPP mode was discussed in the Conference and it was informed that proposals from 
the State Governments are awaited. State/UT Governments were requested to identify 
private partners & location of the institute as per the criteria laid down by the Expert 
Committee and forward their proposals based on the DPR to the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development within three months. 

10. The State/UT Ministers were sensitized on the UGC Regulations on curbing the 
menace of ragging. States Governments were requested to ensure proactive 
participation of civil/police authorities in anti-ragging committees and immediate filing of 
FIR on complaints of ragging. States could also help disseminate awareness of the 
24X7 toll-free Anti-ragging Helpline and ensure that educational institutions disclose all 
related information including contact numbers of relevant authorities through media 
campaigns. 


