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Steps taken by the Government to expand Research-oriented higher education towards 

building a knowledge based economy 

 

New Delhi, 08th March, 2021 

The National Education Policy 2020 envisions an education system rooted in Indian ethos that 

contributes directly to transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable and vibrant 

knowledge society, by providing high-quality education to all, innovation and research and 

thereby making India a global knowledge superpower by equipping its students with the 

necessary skills and knowledge. The Policy envisages that the curriculum and pedagogy of our 

institutions must develop among the students a deep sense of respect towards the Fundamental 

Duties and Constitutional values, bonding with one’s country, and a conscious awareness of one’s 

roles and responsibilities in a changing world. The vision of the Policy is to instill among the 

learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian, not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and 

deeds, as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions that support responsible 

commitment to human rights, sustainable development and living, and global well-being, thereby 

reflecting a truly global citizen.  

 

National Education Policy 2020 envisions a comprehensive approach to transforming the quality 

and quantity of research in India. This includes inter-alia promoting research in universities, the 

inclusion of research and internships in the undergraduate curriculum, faculty career management 

systems that give due weightage to research, and the governance and regulatory changes that 

encourage an environment of research and innovation. All of these aspects are extremely critical 

for developing a research mindset in the country. To build on these various elements in a 

synergistic manner, and to thereby truly grow and catalyze quality research in the nation, this 

policy envisions the establishment of a National Research Foundation (NRF). The overarching 

goal of the NRF is to enable a culture of research to permeate through our universities. In 

particular, the NRF may provide a reliable base of merit-based but equitable peer-reviewed 

research funding, helping to develop a culture of research in the country through suitable 

incentives for and recognition of outstanding research, and by undertaking major initiatives to 

seed and grow research at State Universities and other public institutions where research 

capability is currently limited. Accordingly, Budget 2021-22 proposes NRF outlay to be Rs. 

50,000 Crore, over 5 years to ensure the overall research ecosystem of the country is strengthened 

with focus on identified national priority thrust areas. 
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The information was given by the Union Minister for Education Ministry, Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal 

‘Nishank’ in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today. 
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