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PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED LANGUAGES IN THE COUNTRY 

New Delhi, December 4th, 2014 

There is no language called minority language.  The Census of India has classified languages in 

the categories of Scheduled and Non-Scheduled languages.  There are 22 Scheduled and 100 

Non-Scheduled languages.  The Government of India has  a Scheme known as “Protection and 

Preservation of Endangered Languages of India”.  Under this Scheme, the Central Institute of 

Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysore works on protection, preservation and documentation of all 

the mother tongues/languages of India spoken by less than 10,000 people in the country. 

This information was given by the Union Human Resource Development Minister, Smt. Smriti 

Irani in a written reply to the Lok Sabha question.  
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